TYPES OF FICTION

in turn in the Great Lakes region, particularly Mackinac, in
the devastated, reviving South of Reconstruction times, and in
Italy, applying her art to all of her neighborhoods, both in
short stories and in novels. But as she had no such range as
Howells and James, neither had she such grace as Cable's
or such veracity as Howe's, though her East Angels (1886)
was a glowing, rich-hued picture of the Florida of the tourists.
Little as most of the novels of the period touched upon its
public affairs, some of them were not silent. Albion Wine-
gar Tourg6e's A Fool's Errand (1879) called attention to the
problem of the freedmen in the conquered South. Henry
Adams in Democracy (1880) drew a caustic picture of so-
ciety and politics in Washington, a capital which has been
strangely neglected in American fiction. His Esther (1884),
published anonymously and stealthily, dealt with women and
religion in a kind of first draft of certain of Adams's later
ideas. The Breadwinners (1884), also anonymous, by John
Hay made a sensation by its defense of property and the old
economic order against the increasing claims of labor. Adams
and Hay were not at their best in their novels, and did not
acknowledge them, but they chose to cast their unpopular
arguments in that popular form. Margaret Deland's John
Ward, Preacher (1888), like the exactly contemporary
Robert Elsmere of Mrs. Humphry Ward, aroused con-
troversy by its account of a husband and wife so divided
on doctrinal grounds that their lives are shattered. In
the American novel it is the husband who is orthodox and
the wife who is latitudinarian, but here as in the Eng-
lish book stress falls upon the consequences to love of
such a difference. In the same year with John Ward appeared
a work of fiction which caught the immediate public as hardly
any novel of its theme had ever done before. The book was
Edward Bellamy's Loolang Backward 2000-1887, and the
theme was communism. Hundreds of thousands of copies
were sold with a tumult of acclamation; the book went round